From: Anne Berube/DC/USEPA/US

Sent: 4/10/2012 12:50:06 PM

To: Patricia Mott/DC/USEPA/US@EPA

CC:

Subject: Fw: FYI - Inside EPA: Activists Criticize EPA Dimock Data
FYI

Anne D. Berube

Attorney Advisor

US EPA, Office of Site Remediation Enforcement
202-564-4795

This email may contain material that is confidential, privileged and/or
attorney work product and is for the sole use of the intended recipient. Any
review, reliance or distribution by others or forwarding without express
permission is strictly prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient,
please contact the sender and delete all copies.

-—--- Forwarded by Anne Berube/DC/USEPA/US on 04/10/2012 12:49 PM -—--

From:  Richard Albores/DC/USEPA/US

To: Andrew Stewart/DC/USEPA/US@EPA, Bernadette Rappold/DC/USEPA/US@EPA, Caroline Hermann/DC/USEPA/US@EPA,
Caroline Makepeace/DC/USEPA/US@EPA, Danielle Fidler/DC/USEPA/US@EPA, James Kenney/DC/USEPA/US@EPA, Jeanne
Duross/DC/USEPA/US@EPA, Laura Gentile/DC/USEPA/US@EPA, Sanda Howland/DC/USEPA/US@EPA, Shannon
Griffo/DC/USEPA/US@EPA, Susan Okeefe/DC/USEPA/US@EPA, Tim Sullivan/DC/USEPA/US@EPA

Ce: Anne Berube/DC/USEPA/US@EPA, Deniz Ergener/DC/USEPA/US@EPA, Rebekah Reynolds/DC/USEPA/US@EPA

Date:  04/09/2012 11:.08 AM

Subject: FYI - Inside EPA: Activists Criticize EPA Dimock Data

Activists Criticize EPA Dimock Data

P iy April 6, 2012

EPA's latest round of sampling of residential drinking water supplies in Dimock Township, PA — where natural gas drilling is suspected
to have contaminated water -- shows levels of pollutants do not appear to pose immediate health hazards, prompting criticisms from
activists who say the agency's response undercuts the risks from explosions due to high levels of methane in the water.

The new data, released by EPA Region Il April 6, supports statements EPA made in 2011 that the Dimock contamination from gas
drilling was not at levels likely to be hazardous, but could also undermine the agency's efforts to use its Superfund authority to address
oil and gas contamination.

“This set of sampling did not show levels of contaminants that would give EPA reason to take immediate action,” an EPA spokesman
said in a statement on the new data.

The data could bolster a push by Cabot Oil and Gas Corporation, whose drilling activities the agency has suggested may be to blame
for the contamination, to challenge EPA's ability to conduct its investigation under Comprehensive Environmental Response,
Compensation & Liability Act authority, which it is increasingly doing to target oil and gas operations.

Cabot and other industry officials have challenged EPA's use of Superfund authority to investigate Dimock, saying that EPA's Jan. 19
memo citing its authority hinges on hazardous levels of several contaminants, including inorganic arsenic, being found in the Dimock
water.

Activists are already criticizing the agency's approach in Dimock, saying that EPA should have completed and released all of its data
prior to making any statements about the safety of the water, as it did in a similar study in Pavillion, WY, and arguing that the
statements don't take into account the possibility that levels of methane in the water could cause explosions.

“While EPA maintains that methane contaminated water is safe to drink, at high enough concentrations it can cause explosion or
asphyxiation,” Kate Sinding, of Natural Resources Defense Council, said in a March 19 blog post.

Sinding notes that EPA issued its recently dropped emergency order to Range Resources based on methane contamination. “This begs
the question why EPA Region Il has glossed over methane contamination in Dimock where, in the past, residents have been able to
light their water on fire.”
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RICHARD L. ALBORES
Enforcement Attorney * Office of Enforcement and Compliance Assurance * U.S. EPA * 1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
(Mail Stop 2248A) Washington, DC 20460 * email: albores.richard@epa.gov * phone: 202.564.7102

HELP ELIMINATE ENVIRONMENTAL VIOLATIONS - report tips and complaints at: http://www.epa.gov/tips

Confidential: This transmission may contain deliberative, attorney-client, attorney work product or otherwise privileged
material. Do not release under the Freedom of Information Act without appropriate review. If this message has been
received by you in error, you are instructed to delete this message from your machine and all storage media whether
electronic or hard copy.
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